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WELCOME

Every year we welcome young people from all over the world who join Clayesmore to gain cultural, 
language and educational advantages through their time at our school.

We have developed a range of exciting and varied programmes to support the needs of our international 
students whilst ensuring they are fully embedded in the day to day activities of the school and get a real 
sense of learning and living in an English boarding school.
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FROM THE HEAD

Having worked for many years in an international setting 
in Switzerland, I understand the wonderful advantages of 
international and local students learning to live and work alongside 
each other - a boarding education provides a fabulous opportunity 
to truly immerse oneself in the language and culture of the host 
country whilst also making friendships that will last a lifetime. 

Here at Clayesmore, we offer a warm and friendly atmosphere and 
truly understand every pupil to help them thrive and succeed. This 
is one of the many reasons why our pupils leave us to go on to top 
universities across the UK and the world, having been guided and 
supported by a team of dedicated teachers committed to help each 
pupil flourish in whatever their passion. 

Where better to experience this than in the heart of the stunning 
English countryside. Based in North Dorset, just two hours South 
West of London, Clayesmore provides a safe and happy place 
where everyone can develop and learn.

We would be delighted to welcome you to visit Clayesmore, to 
experience first hand what our Prep, Senior and Sixth Form 
School can offer your child while they study in the UK.

Jo Thomson
Head
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INTERNATIONAL SNAPSHOT

We want our 
International pupils to:

• be competent in the English language so they can fully access the curriculum and thrive 
   academically through individual, tailored support 
 
• have a fully rounded experience where he or she plays a full part in the academic, co-curricular
   and social life of the school to build confidence, broaden their horizons and make new friends
 
• access the opportunity to work towards internationally-recognised qualifications in both the UK academic 
   curriculum and the Cambridge English Suite of examinations

We welcome children 
of all nationalities to the school. 

Our most recent students have come from 
Germany, Austria, Spain, China, Hong Kong, 
Turkey, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, France, Italy 

and United Arab Emirates.

10%
INTERNATIONAL 

PUPILS

90%
UK PUPILS

50%
BOARDING

PUPILS

50%
DAY

PUPILS

40%
GIRLS

60%
BOYS
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Named after our founder, Lex Devine, LEX is a vibrant weekend 
programme of exploration, excursions and experiences designed 
to be memorable and transformative whilst equipping Clayesmore 
pupils with the competencies and confidence they will need for life. 

International students will have an opportunity to go on weekend 
breaks to UK and European cities, participate in interesting and 
fun modules and be immersed in a programme which gives them 
a wide variety of skills, talents or qualifications.

Explore    Experience    Excite    Extend
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
QUALIFICATIONS 

Our dedicated, specialist team of English Language teachers tailor support 
to those who need additional language skills. Pupils are encouraged to 
develop their skills at their own pace to ensure that they feel comfortable 
and can benefit from all that is on offer at the School.  

We expect International pupils entering Clayesmore to have a minimum  
B1 level of English.

We use the Common European Framework (CEFR) standard for describing 
language ability to help us to identify a student’s level, monitor progress and set 
learning priorities.  Students are able to sit their Cambridge Exams in school as 
we are a Cambridge English Examination Centre and we encourage pupils to 
gain the relevant language entry requirements and qualifications stipulated by 
institutions of higher education.

The International English Language Testing System, or IELTS™, is an 
international standardised test of English language proficiency for non-native 
English language speakers. It is the world’s most popular English language 
proficiency test for higher education and global migration.  

Cambridge English B1-C2
 
   Independent User Proficient User

   B1 B2 C1 C2

   Intermediate Upper/Inter Advanced Proficiency



7CLAYESMORE |  INTERNATIONAL PROSPECTUS

THE BOARDING 
EXPERIENCE

All our International pupils join one of our five 
boarding houses. Boys join Gate, Devine or 
Manor and girls join King’s or Wolverton. 
Houseparents care for your child while they 
are with us along with  a team of matrons and 
tutors who will provide pastoral and academic 
support. The Houses provide a warm and caring 
environment for each child.

We aim to ensure that our International pupils 
are spread across Houses and dormitories so 
they meet and form friendships with those from 
the UK and the wider group of International 
pupils. This can’t always be guaranteed, 
however, we recognise the importance of 
immersing our pupils from overseas into the 
whole school community so they can fully 
appreciate the breadth and depth of life
at Clayesmore.
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HEALTH & SAFETY

We ensure all our students are healthy and safe 
during their time at Clayesmore. 

Our fully equipped Health & Wellbeing Centre is on 
campus and staffed by caring, qualified nurses and 
healthcare assistants who look after children who may 
fall ill or have an injury; we also have local doctors on 
call to visit the school if required. 

Our campus is a safe environment located in the 
English countryside. We have a robust safeguarding 
policy which means all our staff have a responsibility 
to ensure the safety and welfare of our students at all 
times and we take this responsibility very seriously. 

 

COVID

Our COVID protocols are second to none 
and we strictly follow government guidance and 

regulations to keep our school community protected 
from Coronavirus. Our approach to COVID during the 

height of the pandemic meant that we had relatively 
few cases and these were isolated and did not impact 

on the overall health and safety of the school. We 
are proud of the way we successfully managed 

COVID in our school and continue to be 
vigilant to keep our community healthy.
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Every girl and boy 
achieves academic success at 
Clayesmore Prep through a 

combination of small classes and 
outstanding teaching, where  
International pupils benefit 
from plenty of individual 

attention.
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AGE 7 -  10 : 
JUNIOR YEARS 
PROGRAMME 

The junior years in the Prep offer 
International pupils a stimulating and joyful 
place to grow and learn. The curriculum 
is broad and challenging and designed to 
stimulate and excite whilst fostering those all-
important qualities of confidence, curiosity 
and a love of learning. 

The Prep school offers specialist teaching 
for Music, French, Games, PE, Swimming, 
Design Technology and Art. Computing is 
also incorporated into every child’s timetable 
and, of course, sport plays an important role 
in the life of the school.

AGE 11-13: 
PRE-GCSE /  IGCSE 

Our 11 - 12 year old students join Year 7 or 
8 and study a variety of subjects including 
English, Maths, Science, French, Geography, 
History, and Latin (if taken) as well as a 
number of other subjects like Art, and Design 
Technology. Students also do lots of activities 
and sports such as swimming, rugby, football, 
hockey and cricket or tennis.



12 CLAYESMORE |  INTERNATIONAL PROSPECTUS

If I was recommending 
the school to a friend, I would say 

that there is so much wide, open space 
which is really lovely. My father attended 
school in the UK so I really wanted me to 
experience the great things the UK has to 

offer. I’m delighted to have a Sports 
Scholarship for the Senior School 
next year which means I can stay 

here even longer.  

Spanish Student

“

“
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

Every year our Senior School welcomes 
children from all over the world. We 
adopt an all-embracing, holistic approach, 
to strengthen and guide our students, 
educationally, socially, physically and 
emotionally. A powerful and effective 
combination of dedicated, enthusiastic 
teaching and first class pastoral care, ensures 
we are one of the best schools in the UK.

AGE 13:  YEAR 9 

Our 13 year old students join Year 9, the first 
year of our Senior School.  Students study 
the same subjects as in Year  7 and  8 but in 
more depth. They also study Biology, Physics 
and Chemistry as separate subjects as well as 
participate in a wide range of activities across 
music, sport, art and drama.

My favourite part of the school has to be the 
co-curricular activities. I play Grade 2 Viola and I 

also take part in regular LAMDA examinations. At the 
weekends, I love taking part in the school shopping trips, 

particularly when we go to Southampton or Bath!
 

My advice to someone looking to join Clayesmore would 
be to make the most of every second and get out of your 
comfort zone. Everyone is really friendly and there are 

so many chances to make friends.

Chinese Student

“

“
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AGE 14 -  16: 
GCSE AND IGCSE 
COURSES  

We offer a varied choice of GCSE and IGCSE 
courses which our International pupils can take 
examinations for to endorse their academic 
experience at Clayesmore.

There is a strong emphasis on both spoken 
and written English, and it is a great way to 
develop real expertise in English while at the 
same time preparing for future study in our 
Sixth Form, if your child wishes to continue at 
Clayesmore.  As part of the GCSE curriculum, 
those with English language requirements will 
also be required to include EAL (English as an 
Additional Language) as a core subject. 

The best students in English are prepared for 
IGCSE English Literature, as well as English 
Language. Many International pupils will also 
sit the Cambridge Assessment English suite 
of exams.

COURSES

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics
Further Mathematics 
 

SCIENCE  
(offered subject to ability)

• Combined Science
• Biology 
• Chemistry
• Physics
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

COMPUTER SCIENCE

ICT
 

LANGUAGES & 
LITERATURE

• English Language
• English Literature
• German 
• French
• Spanish  
 

HUMANITIES

• Geography 
• History
• Religious Studies 
 

CREATIVE SUBJECTS 

• Art & Design
• Design & Technology
• Drama 
• Food Preparation & Nutrition  
• Music 
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“

“

I’ve been at Clayesmore 
for the past two terms and have 

enjoyed it so much that I’m actually
 going to take my GCSEs here next 

year! I love boarding and have made 
lots of friends. I’ve really enjoyed 

learning French at Clayesmore and 
hope to study it even further 

next year. 

German Student



Clayesmore’s Sixth Form is an exciting place to 
spend those vital transitional years between school 

and adult life. At Clayesmore we are acutely 
aware that the twenty-first century workplace is 

a complex and rapidly changing environment that 
requires young people to be adaptable, flexible and 
to possess a broad range of skills and knowledge.

AGE 17-18: 
A-LEVEL OR BTEC 

PROGRAMME

International students in the Sixth Form are 
prepared for the next stage of life, whether it be 

further academic studies or starting a career. 

In conjunction with specialist academic knowledge, 
students develop their interpersonal, leadership and 

communication skills to help them navigate their 
way through the many opportunities available in life 

beyond the School gates. 

Clayesmore’s Sixth Form delivers a diverse academic 
and activity programme that is challenging and 

richly rewarding. At the heart of our dynamic Sixth 
Form is a strong tutor system that provides each 
International student with academic support and 
mentoring so they can successfully transition to 
their next steps - whether that is in the UK or in 
their home country. This is all achieved within a 

friendly, supportive and creative environment where 
all students have the opportunity to develop their 

interests, passions and talents. 

16



SIXTH FORM 
COURSES 

A LEVEL 
 
• Mathematics 
• Further Mathematics 
• Science 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Physics 
• Psychology Languages & Literature 
• English Language & Literature 
• German 
• French 
• Spanish 
• Humanities 
• Business 
• Economics 
• Geography 
• History 
• Art & Design 
• Design & Technology 
• Music 
• Photography 

BTECS 

• Hospitality
• IT 
• Music Technology 
• Performing or Production Arts  
• Sport  
• Travel & Tourism 
• Enterprise & Entrepreneurship
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T: 01747 812122 
E: admissions@clayesmore.com

clayesmore.com


